THE ARMISTICE  WITH  GERMANY AND ITALY      149
The French people have lost the Battle of France, but "there
remains to us a vast empire, an intact .fleet, much gold; and
honor, common sense, and the interest of the country demand
that all free Frenchmen should fight wherever they are."
The French colony at Beirut telegraphs to President Lebrun
and Marshal P6tain stating that it puts all its confidence in
them for safeguarding French honor, and placing at their dis-
posal all its resources, material and moral. It implores the
French leaders "to make every effort to continue the struggle,
in company with our Allies and with the Anglo-French fleet,
in the territories of the French Empire, territories which the
enemy has not penetrated and which intend to continue an
indomitable resistance." General Mittelhauser, French com-
mander in Syria, telegraphs to the French colony in Egypt
thanking it for its message of June 20 to President Lebrun and
stating that "Frenchmen overseas with their forces still intact,
constitute a sure token of victory. The French Army and resi-
dents in the Levant are at one with you." (Cf. June 20 and
24.)
Three hours after the signature of the armistice at Gom-
pi&gne the fact is notified to the German people by radio,
though the actual terms are withheld. Later a transcription
of General Huntziger's words is also put on the air. The
Angriff predicts: "After this war France will take the first
step toward a new era which the young authoritarian states
of Europe have already taken."
Late in the evening the French Government announces
officially the signature of the armistice with Germany, on